TBAVANCQRU
The Kanchipuram inscription of Ravi Varma is a carefully prepared account of the career and achievements of the great Emperor. He repeated his coronation at Sri Rangam Tiruvati proclaiming his sway over the Ohera, Pandya CJiola kingdoms. He assumed the imperial title of Rajadhi-raja Parameswara. A devout Hindu well-versed in the Sanskrit lore, he re-established the religious life of South India, renovated and consecrated many important Hindu shrines which had been demolished or desecrated by the Mohammadan invaders. Himself a great scholar and poet, he extended liberal patronage to poets and learned men. He was the author of Pradyumnabhyudayam, a Sanskrit drama, justly celebrated for its elegance and beauty,
The imperial position attained by Travancore under Ravi Varma was, however, short-lived, With his .sudden and premature death in 1313 A. D., the newly acquired territories fell to pieces. The Kakatiyas of Warrangal and the Pandya king who had been driven away by Ravi Varma recovered possession of their lost dominions. Even the northern parts of Ker&la conquered by Ravi Varma seem to have assumed practical independence.
During the next two or three centuries, very little is )oiown about the political condition of Travancore. South India during this period suffered several Mohammadan invasions which spread desolation and ruin all over the land. Tha atrocities committed by the invaders at last brought their remedies too. The protection of Hindu fajth apd culture was ultimately achieved by the kings of Vijayanagar. The West Coast including Travancore, however, enjoyed security fromtJieMussalmans mainly on account of the Western Ghate which protected it as a mighty wall, 'The history of Trav^-core during this period was, therefore, one of-peaceful admits-Of tfte successors oi Vira Ifovi Yarjna, the n^rpes <>f